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Transcending the boundaries of archives:

ACROSS opens new paths for information retrieval

ACROSS (Archives Cross boundaries, http://across.archives.gov.tw) was built by the National Archives Administration (NAA) of
the Republic of China (Taiwan) in 2010, and is a database portal as a one-stop site where users can quickly search multiple
databases to delve deeply into Taiwan'’s history. It is also the first inter-institutional platform that provides global access services
among libraries, museums, and archives in Taiwan. Whether you need to find out more about Taiwan's political, economic, social
and cultural development during different periods, or the customs and traditions of Taiwan in bygone days, ACROSS is able to
provide extensive archive resources through its one-stop search service

ACROSS has integrated 87 databases developed by 26 libraries, museums and archives in Taiwan. It currently features an
extensive collection of about 7,000,000 valuable photographic, audio, video, and printed records dating as far back as the 14-
century Ming Dynasty, and the following Qing Dynasty and early years of the Republic of China. The sources of ACROSS include
government agencies, private institutions, and personal records

ACROSS applies metasearch technology for real-time retrieval of the cooperation institutions’ holdings, and minimizes the
inconvenience of searching across different databases so that users can rapidly access the information they need. As the
ACROSS integrated archives are maintained by the cooperation agencies and the search results shown through this platform are
the common archives resources catalogue. If users need more detailed information, they can use the "link to the source
database" button to return to the orginal agencies. The copyright of the content that ACROSS search results shown belonged to
the cooperation agencies.
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